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To members of the WorZd CounciL and 
other participants at the San Francisco 
and Jerusalem Conferences: 

I am particularly happy to be the first to 
address you in our opening newsletter. 
Since the World Council was formed at the 
end of the London Conference in 19?5, we 
have met some unexpected problems beyond 
our control which have slowed up our efforts 
and impaired any attempts at communication. 

Now there is every opportunity for us to move 
forward, given the means. Due to the gene­
rosity of Teachers College, Columbia Univer­
sity, we have been able to establish a small 
~~~aY\at ~hich ~ill coordinate and dis­
seminate. We are most fortunate in having 
the expert guidance of Dr. Harry Passow, 
our Honorary Director, and the enthusiasm 
of Dr. Milton Gold as Executive Secretary 
(also perforce honorary at the moment). 
Their wealth of knowledge and experience make 
them an ideal pair to be at the heart of the 
World Council and to help it to beat a little 
faster. 

We have several exciting international plans 
in mind wh ich will begin t o realise the Coun­
c11' s objectives ( ::;ee · membershi p fo"rln). such 
as discovering more underprivi leged gifted 
children, bringing t ogether gifted young 
people fro~ very different countries and 
backgrounds, and perhaps i nvestigati ng wide­
l y as to why in government schools there seem 
to be far few er gifted girls than boys. 

But, and this please is crucial and needs to 
be taken very seriously, we cannot progress 
further wi thou t money , A number of us have 
been strenuously engagea in fund raising, but 
so far wi t h only meagre r esult s. It is the 
old s tory of :.uccess breed i ng success and 
money br i nging money1 so we just must get off 
the mark. 'We ask you to do your ut most to 
get ~ore members of the World Council, to en­
courage donations and to let us know at once 
"hen you have tracked down a likely Founda­
tion or co me across a mi l lionaire who is just 
waiting t o give someth i ng back for all that 
his gi ft~ have brought to him in life. The 
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IT'S MliTREAL IN 1981 

Report on the Fourth World Co nference 
on Gifted and TaLented ChiZdren 

- -Mon treal~ August 2l - 25, 1981 

Conference plans are moving bri skly. The in­
troductory brochure will be mailed around the 
end of March, and the call for proposals with 
a complete registration package i n Se~ t ember. 

The theme, Ma.111j V.{.eJ..IJ6 o6 .the. G.{.6te.d 6o!t th e. 
Advan.ta.ge.. o6 ALt Child!te.rt., will be strongly em­
phasized, and the program committee hopes to 
divide the conference content about equal l y 
between sessions it ini t iates and those pro­
posed b"y participants. The complete convention 
facilities of th~ queen Elizabeth Hotel inc l ude 
20 meeting rooms, so there \vill be no shortage 
of opportunity to participate. 

We urge members of the World Council and parti­
cipants at the previous world conferences to be­
gin planning their contributions to the program. 
If you have any ques t i ons, please write to the 
conference organizers at any time . The pro­
gram committee wi ll be especially i ntere s ted 
in presentat ions which i nc l ude demonstrat i ons , 
examples of children ' s wo r k (actual , photo ­
graphed or otherwi se r ecorded) and i nformed 
discussion among participants, i n addi t ion t o 
familiar paper presentati ons. These alter na­
tives wil l be explai ned in d e t ai l in the call 
for pr oposals. 

I 6 yo u a/l..e. ll.t.all..tA..ng to ma.k.e. yoUJt .tJr.a.vel. ,I"J.ta.M 

now, pl. eM e. pl.a.tt to aJtJl..( v e. ..i..n Mo n.tlte.a..t no 
.f..a;te.Jt .:th.a.n Thi..I!L6day, Aug/Ult '2 0, 1981, and to 
!Mve. no e.a.!tL<.e.Jt t ha.n We..dnu day, AugtM t '26. 

(Conti nued on page 3) 

MEMBERSHIP 1 N THE !•/oRLD CouNCIL 
Membership in the World Council is now avail­
able at a reduced. price for the remai nder 
of the biennium prceding the Fourth I nterna­
tional Conference which will be held in 
Montreal, August 21-25, 1981 . MemberShip , 
which includes the Newsletter (World Gif ted) 
and the Journal (GATE), may be secured for · 
$15 US for the peri od ending J une JO, 1981, 
by writing to Milton Gold at the Secretariat 
office, Box 218, Teachers Coll~ge, New York, 
NY 1002?. 
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*1983* 
A wara inrt tation has been received :from the 

·Director General of Education f'or New South 
Wales to hold the Fifth World Conference in 
Sydney from 18 to 24 August, 198J. 

Members of the Executive Committee were very 
much attracted by this offer both because 
Australia would· take the conference to an­
other continent and because the chairman was 
able to speak highly of the interest 1n gift­
edness which he found in NSW on his v1si t 
last year, 'lbe Departaent has a full-time 
Curriculum Consultant for the talented child 
and one of the Regions of Sydney has an 

· Adviser. 

By terms of the World Council Constitution 
{art. V., Sec. 1) the Executive CoiiJiittee is 
empowered to fix the place and date of the 
Biennial Meetings vhich take place during 
World Conferences. 

It would be helpful t.o the organiz if 
a decision on 1983 could be taken well ahead, 
The decision vill therefore be -.de at the 
next aeeting of the Executive Couittee in 
October. Consequently, it. 'is· ia~rtant 

that if any other country is to be eonsidered 

notification must be received at the Secre­

tariat by September 15 at the latest. 

Full details need not be subllitted at that 
tiae, but the Executive CoJilllittee vill need 
a suuary giving details of the budget, ac­
coJIIJIOdations available, conference facili­
ties, official support, and accessibility 
of' the venue.,.""' . 

Long-tera planning will facilitate conference 
organization. While coJilllitments for 1985 are 
not expected at this time, countries are in­
vited to give indications of interest in 
hosting the 1985 conference at this time. 

New~>let:teJt o 6 .tlte 
WORLD COUNCIL FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN 

Published at Teachers College, Columbia Univer­
sity Box 218 New York, New York 10027. 

' , Edito:r - Mitton J. GoLd 
Executive Committee 

Mr. Henry Collis (United Kingdom) Chairman 
Dr. Dorothy Sisk (U.S.A.) Vice-Chairperson 
Mr. Ron Day (Australia) Treasurer 
Dr. ·Bruce Shote. (Canada) Secretary 
Mr. Dan Bitan (Israel) 
Dra. Elena Konstat (Mexico) 
Dr. Klaus Urban (Federal Republic of Germany) 

Secretariat 
Dr. A. Harry Passow 
Dr. Milton J. Gold. 

Honorary Director 
Executive Secretar) 

COt\fERBU PROCEEDI~f,S AVAILABl.E 
LOOKING TO TBIB FUTURE 

The printed proceedings of the First. World 
Conference held in London in 1975 proved so 
popular that there has been a reprint. Copies 
are available at the auch reduced price of 
£.4, including surface postage for overseas. 
O!tdeJt 6Jtom NAGC, 1 So. Audley ~.London W1Y SDQ., 

REACHING THEIR POTENTIAL 

The printed proceedings of the San Francisco 
Conference (1977) were unfortunately delayed 
owing to the revolution in Iran. 'lbey vera 
printed in Israel and are being sent to the 
USA for distribution. '!bose who participated 
in the Conference should receive their copies 
from Robert Swain, conference organizer~ 
'!his book is in the same format as the first 
proceedings so as to enable the building up 
of an attractive aeries on the bookshelf. 
Its >440 pages are ed1 ted by James Gallagher 
and contain 26. presentations. 

Persons other than conference participants 
should order .copies at $14including postage. 
OltdeJt !{Mm SeCJte.t:.aJr&a;t.. 

CHALLElfCING THEIR PO'l'ERTIALS a NBW 
PERSPECTIVES AND AL'l'ERNATIVIiS 

It is hoped that proceedings of last year's 
Jerusalea Conference will be ready about 
No.veaber. Further details v111 be given in 
a later newsletter. 

Council is listed as a non-prof'i t • tax-ex­
empt institution and its official number 
will appear on receipts. 

An application f'or membership is enclesed 
with all these newsletters for readers. If 
you are already a aeaber • we hope you will 
find somebody else to join. 

May I send you my personal good wishes and 
ask for your full support--so that. ve II&Y 
work together for the g1t"ted and talented 
in many lands. In the next newsletter I 
will tell you soaething ~ what I found re­
cently in a long speaking tour covering 
four countries. 

--Henry Collla 
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JERUSAIB1 ffiNFEf£NCE Hl~LIGHTS 
Over 450 persons attended the Third Interna­
tional Conference on Gifted and Talented Child­
ren, July 26-29, 1979, in Jerusalem. Dan Bitan 
of the Israel Ministry of Education served as 
chairman of the Conference Planning Committee 
which assembled a full program of professional 
sessions, cultural and social events. Dorothy 
Sisk, Acting Chairperson of the World Council, 
presided over the Conference . 

The Conference featured presentations by 132 
persons from 16 countries. Plenary sessions 
included: 

Different Approaches to Giftedness 
J. Getzels, ~- Landau, S. Cohen 

Nurturin-g Giftedness: Ways and Means 
A.H.Passow, D. Bitan, 

Multidimensional Approaches to Giftedness 
D. Marjoram, W. Lett, J. Maker 

Differentiated Curriculum for the Gifted 
J. Gallagher, A. Tannenbaum 

Parents and Counselors 
V. Ehrlich, G. ~rmbruster, F. Sieghart 

Research on Culturally Different and 
Deprived Gifted Children 

M. Smilansky, A. Leichner, E. Landau, 
Y. Goldberg, B. Burg, S. Marei, N. Butler, 
I. Lanzar. 

Dr. Sisk gave the final paper on The Challenge 
of Educating Minorities and the Poor, and the 
new Chairman, Henry Collis, presented the 
closing. address, Where Do We Go from Here? 

In addition to the plenary sessions, 23 Se­
minars covered a variety of subjects, in­
cluding Moral and Leadership Aspects, Cogni­
tive Aspects, I dentification, Program Initia­
tion , Enrichment, National Programs, Creati­
vity, Curriculum Concerns, the Handicapped 
Gifted, Culturally Different, and Research. 

Cultural events included a tour of the Is­
raeli Museum.and particularly its children's 
section organized for ''hands on" learning 1 
an evening of music featuring pianist Lorin 
Hollander, and a t our of Jerusalem's histori­
cal and religious sites sacred to three faiths, 
Conference hosts outdid thems~lves in three 
receptions and in· special programs arranged 
for persons accompanying participants. 

Pu.bUc.a.ti.ol't-6 PMgJr..am· 
Other-important business of the Executive Com­
mittee centers about the Council's publications• 
GATE~:: the World Council Journalr World Gifted, 
tbe Newsletter1 and Proceedings of the Inter­
national Conferences . 

YtQRIJ) ffiUIK:IL: ITS LIFE A'ID TH£S 
Henry Collis (UK) was elected Chairman of the 
World Council in its business meeting during 
the Jerusalem Conference; Dorothy '.Sisk(US)was 
confirmed as Vice-Chairperson. Dr. Sisk had 
stepped into the breach to serve as Acting 
Chairperson when !raj Broomand (iran) was 
obliged to withdraw because of events in Iran. 
Ron Day (Ausbralia) is the new treasurer. Four 
elections were made to the Executive Committee: 
Bruce Shore (Canada--since elected secretary), 
Dan Bitan (Israel), Elena Konstat (Mexico) and 
Klaus Urban (West Germany). 

Spirited bids for the 1981 World Conference 
were made by Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal, 
and with gratitude expressed to all three, 
the Council selected Montreal as t h e site f or tne 
Fourth World Conference to be held in August ,l9Bl, 
with Bruce Shore acting as Conference Chairman . 

SeCJt~ ~.ta.bwhed 

Need for an organization continuing between 
biennial conferences led to a decision to es­
tablish a permanent Secretariat. The World 
Council gratefully accepted the offer of Presi­
dent Lawrence Cremin of Teachers College, Colum­
bia University, to provide office facilities. 
A. Harry Passo~ (USA) was · named Honorary Direc­
tor and Milton J, Gold (USA) Executive Secre­
tary of the Secretariat. The Executive Commit­
tee, meeting in New York, March 8-9, 1980, 
adopted changes in the Constitution to £ormal­
ize the Secretariat and de£ine its functions 
with respect to membership services, stimulat­
ing and coo:rd.inating research, publication, 
dissemination, and liaison with conference 
planning committees and other World Council 
activities , This newsletter is the first out­
come of the Secretariat visible to all members 
"f t.he Council, 

MONTREAL CONFERENCE (Continued [rom page 1) 

Two items of input we need right now: First, 
we are in the process of preparing a film re­
pertory on the gifted for continuous showing 
during the Conference. If you know of .films 
or videotapes with possible r elevance , please 
send information on them to us . Second, we 
hope to mount an ambitious exhibits area in 
three galleries . If you wish t o cont ribute 
to the exhibits or wish to recommend an exhi· 
bitor, please send a note to !·1argo t -~u_l lt>t 
at the address below. 

Further progress reports will be given in 
later newsletters. Address correspondence to: 

Dr. Bruce Shore, Gifted Secretariat 
772 Sherbrooke Street West 
~ntreal, Quebec, Canada H3A lGL 
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~()RLD-HIIE GIFf.ED tUffS 
(Readers are invited to submit news i teJDB 
of international interest.) 

TEACHER TRAINING--BULGARIA 

Levcho Zdravchev (Executive Comaittee aeaber 
of WCCTC, 1977-79) will coordinate a teacher­
training seminar in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, May 
25-Jl, 1980. Professors Joseph Renzulli, 
Dorothy Sisk and Paul Torrance will make pre­
sentations. Video tapes and cassettes will 
be developed and shared. 

ment of Gifted Children) in teamwork w1 th 
soll8 colleaaues from Haaburg University, wiU 
offer a -two-day workshop in the first week 
of October at Hamburg University,entitled 
The Gifte~ Childs Pedagogical, Psychological, 
andJSychiatric Aspects, tying t~gether all 
the endeavors of German scientists who are 
writing on giftedness, to make plans for 
further research, adhering to the interna­
tional standard of practical and theoretical 
work on gifted and talented children. 

Vial tors froa other countries are cordially 
invited trpreeent a paper or take part in 

CREATIVITY SEMINAR--VENEZUELA a symposium session. Write to PI :·?. Dr. V. 
Maria Paneyko De Schmidt (Executive Co_,_. ___ -- 1Wieczerk~, Psychologisehes Inst.i tut II , 
tee 111ember, 1977-79) will coordinate a Universitat Hamburg, Ha•burg lJ, V. Citr.any. 
one-week seminar on creativity in Caraca1 or Dr. Klaus".lJrblln, Univeraitat Hannover, 
this Spring. Staff will include Profess• Bis~~&rckstr. 2, )000 Hannover, V. Geraany. 
Dorothy Si sk and Wyaan An sky. 

NEWS FROM WESTERN GERMANY 

Two reports of the Third International Con­
ference on Gifted and Talented Children were 
published by. in Western Gena.ny, both wr1 t­
ten by Klaus Urban, a aember of the Execu­
tive CoiiJilittee of the World Council: a short· 
er report in Ps cholo sche Rundschau (1979) 
a longer one in Neue SaiiUIIlung April 1980), 
which evoked a lot of mostly positive reac­
tions. 

The members of the advisory board of the 
Carman Gese4ach&ft zur Forderung Hochbe­
gabter Kinder (Association -for the Advanee-

. . 

Wor'ld -Cou.nci'l for the 
Gifted and Talented, Inc. 
Box 218 Teachers College 
Columbia University 
New York, NY 10027 

- NEWSLETTER 

NSSE YEARBOOKa GIFTED AND TALENTED 

A • Harry Passow, Honorary Di.ncto1: of the Secre­
tariat of the World Council, 1a editor of The 
Gifted and Talented t Their Education and D-;:­
velopMnt, the 7Bth Yearbook (Part I) of the 
National Society for the Study of Education. 
Several of the chapters have been written by 
aeabera of the World Council and participants 
at the biennial conferences. Copies uy be 
ordered fro• the University of Chicago Press, 
.5801 Ellis Ave. , Chie¥o, IL 606)7. 
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Benefits: 

Fees: 

Application for Me.mhership 
A newsletter (World Gifted) two or three times a year. 
A copy of GATE, the official Journal. of the World Council. (WCGTE). 
Early notice of World Conferences of WCGTE. 

The knowledge- of being part of an international body with the common 
aim of enabling the gifted and talented to reach their full potential. 

The normal subscription is JO US dollars for two years, renewable 
at the biennial. World Conferences. 

As the next Conference is in August 190l (Montreal), the fee up to, 
but not including, the Conx'erence is 15 US dollars. · 

Checks or drafts should be made payable to ~e World Council for 
Gifted and Talented Children. 

Please detach the form below and forward it to the Secretariat, Box 218. Teachers 
College, Columbia University, New York, NY 10027. 

To: Milton J. Gold, Executive Secretary; World Council for Gift~d and Talented 
Children, Box 218, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, NY 10027. 

I enclose a check or draft for 15 US dollars to cover my subscription to the World 
Council up to, but not inclusing, the World Conference in August 1981. 

Name (printed or typed) -----------------------------
Address for mailing ---------------------------------

Occupation and titlet 

Address: 


